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To the 


58,978 Electors 
who Voted for 


WOMEN CANDIDATES 


at the 


GENERAL ELECTION, DECEMBER, 1918. 


The Women’s Freedom League thanks 
them one and all for the encouragement 


they gave to a pioneer effort. 


FOREWORD TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


Since the publication of the first edition of this pamphlet the 
event so ardently desired has happened, a woman has taken her 
seat in the House of Commons. Viscountess Astor was 
returned to Parliament as a result of a by-election in the — 
Sutton Division of Plymouth in November, 1919. Lady Astor 
stood as a Coalition Unionist, and polled 14,495 votes, obtaining 
a majority of 5,208. 

Lady Astor has shown herself a fearless exponent and sup- 
porter of those reforms for which many feminists are working. 
In these efforts she has received a sympathetic hearing from the 
House of Commons and her opinions have been taken as repres- — 
enting those of a large proportion of the women electors of the 
country. ‘The mere statement that Lady Astor is the one woman 
representing the women of the British Empire, that she is alone 
in a Committee of 707 members and that this committee is in 
almost perpetual session shows at once that the duties and respon- 
ibilities resting upon her are colossal. They are more than one; 
individual should be expected to undertake. 

The very success that she has achieved single-handed shows 
clearly what could be done were there a compact body of women 
representatives within the House. It must always be borne in 


mind that powerful as the possession of the vote may be, the ~ ) 


actual representation within the House by women is immeasur- 
ably more so and the chief aim of feminists for the next few years - 
should be to increase the number of women Members ‘of 
Parliament. 

There have been two other interesting by-elections, that at 
Camberwell where Miss Susan Lawrence, Labour, polled 4,733 
votes, and that at Northampton where Miss Margaret Bondfield, 
Labour, polled 13,279 votes. 

Epitrx How Martyn. 





‘The Need for eae Members of | 


Parliament. | 
‘A DOUBLE VICTORY. 


February 6th, 1918, marked the eae in this country of a long 
and arduous struggle for women’s political enfranchisement. 








_ On that day about six million English, Scottish, Irish, and Welsh 





women over 30 years of age, and the large majority of them 
married working women, were recognised as responsible citizens 
with the duty of voting for persons to represent them in Parlia- 
ment, the County, Borough, Urban, or Rural District and Parish 
Councils. 

This great though incomplete victory achieved, the forward 
spirits among suffragists at once began to talk about the possi- 
bility of getting women members of Parliament and the feasi- 
bility of putting forward candidates at the next General Election. 
and a few women prospective candidates were adopted. 

Questions were then asked in the House as to the legal posi- 
tion of women’s eligibility for Parliament, and after much delay, 
on 8th August the usual banal answer so familiar to women was 
given by Mr. Bonor Law: 


‘*In the unanimous opinion of the Law Officers of Eng- . 


and, Scotland, and Ireland, a woman is not entitled to be 
a Narinidaive for Parliament. ‘9 


This rebuff roused the women’s societies to activity, and 
an organised campaign was soon in full swing. From the start 
it was evident that public opinion was very favourable, and the 
Press was almost unanimous in support of the new claim. 


On the 28rd October, 1918, Mr. Herbert Samuels’s motion: 


‘That, in the opinion of this House, it is desirable that 
a Bill be passed forthwith making women eligible as members 
of Parliament’’ 


was debated, and much to the amusement of many people car- 
ried by a majority of 249, 274 voting for and only 25 against, a 
clear demonstration of the value of having the vote! A Bill 
was shortly afterwards introduced, and after a triumphant 
passage through Parliament received the royal assent on 21st 
November, 1919. Thus was achieved a second great victory 
for women within a year. On the same day it was decided to 
open the Members’ Gallery to women. 


GENERAL ELECTION, DECEMBER, 1918. 


The General Election took place on 14th December. The 
interval of twenty-one days was not long enough to give women 





candidates a fair chance of educating an electorate to the desira- | Me 


bility of women members of Parliament, and the results of the 


first. Parliamentary election at which women were candidates Cay 
_ cannot be taken as representing the considered verdict of the — 





2 


electorate on women as Members of Parliament. In the un-> 
precedented and peculiar conditions of the election most candi- 
dates had not even a SPOreine chance unless they had the Coali- 
tion coupon. es 
Everything considered, it was remarkable that 13 English, - ; 
1 Scottish, 1 Welsh, and 2 Irish women stood for election, the 
only successful candidate being Countess Markievicz, M.P. for . 
the St. Patrick’s Division of Dublin, but in accordance with Sinn 
Fein Tactics the one woman Member has not yet taken her seat | 
in the House. 
The following table of the Women Candidates, with their 
Constituencies and votes polled, is of interest :— 


Miss Christabel Pankhurst, Coalition, Smethwick, 8,614. 

Countess Markievicz, Sinn Fein, Dublin (St. Patrick’s), 7,835. 

Miss Mary Macarthur (Mrs. W- C. Anderson), Labour, Stour- 
bridge, 7,587. . 

Mrs: Despard, Labour, Battersea (N.), 5,634. | 

Miss Alison Garland, Liberal, Portsmouth (Southern D.), 4,283. 

Miss Violet Markham ‘(Mrs. Carruthers), Liberal, Mansfield, 
4,000 . 

Mrs. Dacre Fox, Independent, Richmond, 3,615. 

Mrs. Lucas, Unionist, Kennington, 3 B73. 

Mrs. Pothigk Teatorenuel Labour, Mataobester (Rusholme}, 2,985. 

Miss E.. Phipps, B.A., Independent, Chelsea, 2,419. 

Mrs. How-Martyn, BSc., Independent, Hendon, 2,067. 

Mrs. J. McEwan, Liberal, Enfield, 1,987. 

Mrs. Corbett Ashby, Liberal, Birmingham (Ladywood), 1,552. 

Mrs. Oliver Strachey, Independent, Chiswick, 1,263. | 

Miss Eunice G. Murray, Independent, Glasgow (Bridgeton), 991. 

Miss W. Carney, Sinn Fein, Belfast (Victoria), 395. 

Hon. Mrs. Mackenzie, Labour, Welsh University, 176. 


To sum up, at the December 1918 election women candidates 
made a trial trip with distinctly encouraging results. . 


WHY WOMEN ARE NEEDED IN PARLIAMENT. 


Women are needed in Parliament for the same reasons that . 
men are needed there. Men voters have found that for their 
interests to be safeguarded they not only need votes but repre- 
sentatives of their own ways of thinking in Parliament. The 
same is true of women. Indeed, it is especially true as women 
still occupy a position subordinate to men in public life, 
their position is assured neither politically nor economic- 
‘ally. At the moment this is scarcely realised by most of the . 
new women voters. A short experience of political life would | 
convince them that their votes will not have their full value until 
there are enough women in the House to give the women’s point — 
of view at first hand. Lord Robert Cecil speaking in the House — 
said: 








‘“To my mind, the great and important thing you have B 
to look for in the interests of this House is to see that every) ayy 
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kind of opinion, as far as may be, shall be represented in 

_the House. I believe that is true very largely of the male 
population of this country. . . . The one thing you 
have not got here is the woman’s point of view.’ 


In the same debate Mr. Asquith remarked : 


‘*The principle is perfectly simple and seems to me to 
be the application of which cannot possibly be mistaken. 

If you say a person or class is' fit to exercise the franchise 

you must at the same time say: ‘You are fit to be a repre- 

sentative.’ It does not seem to me that the case really 
admits of argument.’’ 

That is so, but as human actions are not based on argument 
alone I shall outline briefly some reasons which make it urgently 
necessary to get a group of suitable women in the House of 
Commons. 


ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS. 


Business men and politicians are urging most persistently 
that unless labour and capital ocidpiate with goodwill in the 
industrial world the rebuilding of the nations’ commercial and 
industrial prosperity will be seriously hampered. ‘This is un- 
doubtedly true, and it is equally true that the woman worker is 
now an indispensable factor in industry and no settlement will 
be satisfactory and will certainly not be stable which does not 
treat her claims with equal consideration to that accorded the 
claims of the men workers. 


THE BEST PERSON! 


| Those ultra fair-minded people who would rise superior to 


sex are continually urging when women’s claims are being 


pressed: ‘Let us have the best person irrespective of sex.’ They 
are ignoring the fact that even if the equality of the sexes had 
been achieved men however wonderful cannot represent women’s 


views on some questions just as it would be impossible for any. 
woman however clever to represent the man’s point of view on — 
some questions. When a Cabinet is being formed or high posi- 


tions in the Diplomatic and Civil Services are being filled, the 
best person argument is not heard, but let a woman be proposed 
for a position which has hitherto been a male monopoly then the 
defenders of masculine privilege fall back on this argument. If 
it meant anything, then long ago women with their ‘‘vocation 
for government,’’ as J. S. Mill termed it, would have been 


appointed to all kinds of important public offices. 


There is work in the House of Commons that women: and 
women only can do. Women’s ideas when presented through 
the filter of a man’s brains in the House of Commons lose the 


substance and reality they would possess if voiced by a com- 


petent woman keen on her subject. 
Lady Rhondda writing in the Sunday Times puts this aspect 











: My Probably a good deal of such prejudice still exists, but in 
j pebors 0 OF pre and approval His ns has been poured ¢ on 0 


‘There is a number: of specifically women’s subjects 


which should—and indeed must—be dealt with on our 


National Platform, but which men do not readily take up 
because they are matters somewhat outside their ken—with 


which they are not ordinarily conversant, and are therefore 


slightly bored. Yet some of these questions are of vital im- 
portance to the welfare of large sections of women and 
children. 

‘‘A while ago I chanced across some women. who were 
anxious to get a question of this kind raised—a perfectly 
legitimate and indeed urgent matter. They spent three 
months in trying to find a man who would raise it. They 
spent some further time in coaching him up in a subject of 
which quite naturally he knew very little, and when he 
finally raised the matter in Parliament they were conscious 
that their kind champion still knew so little of the broader 
aspects of the whole subject that he could be very easily 
downed in controversy by a more knowledgeable opponent ; 
they therefore could oy sit and pray that little as he knew 
about it the Government official put up to answer him might 
know less. I may say that their prayer was granted.”’ 


NATIONAL ECONOMY. 


A wise nation wastes as little as possible. During the war 


we have become accustomed to campaigns of economy where 


food, paper, metals and much else were at stake. Waste of 
health is now to be seriously attacked by the establishment of a 
Ministry of Health. Waste of ability will be made less flagrant 
when the provisions of the Education Act of 1918 are made fully 


effective. Is the waste of the services which women could give © 


to the Nation still to go on? If not, then the House of Com- 
mons must be made to correspond with political realities and 
become really democratic and representative by the presence 
there of women members. ‘The best and possibly the only 


way to avoid sex antagonism is to admit women freely into y 
all departments of public life and into ali occupations and. 


professions. 
TO GET WOMEN RETURNED TO PARLIAMENT. 


To achieve this is the crux of the whole matter. Millions 
of voters scattered all over the country may be in favour of the 





reform but only those votes will count where they form a majority 
in a constituency. Of the 691 Parliamentary Divisions in the. | 
- United Kingdom 675 are single membered constituencies and 
16 return two members. The County Council elections maa 


shown for years past that it is not easy to get women returned: 
in these circumstances. 

One of the surprises of the General Election was the apparent _ 
absence of prejudice against women candidates as women. 
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for their Satis work and generally for their attitude during 
| the war such prejudiced persons are content to give a silent 
+ vote and the remark attributed to Lord Cromer ‘‘Women would 
be as mush use in Parliament as an alligator in a drawing room’’ 
would now only provoke pitying contempt for the speaker. 

A propaganda campaign of meetings, demonstrations, con- 
ferences and other educational devices to popularise the idea of 
Women Members of Parliament such as we had for Votes for 
Women would do much to remove any lingering doubts of 
women’s fitness for Parliament and of the benefit to the nation 
their presence in Parliament would mean. 

It would be well to start such a campaign at once so that 
the ground may be well prepared in time for the next election. 
Let us work as we worked for suffrage, though in this case in- 
stead of hostility we shall only encounter friendly sympathy 
which we must rouse to action. 





PARTY OR INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES? . 





A more difficult problem is the choice between party or | 
independent candidates. This will naturally be settled by the | 
women who stand as candidates according to their individual 
outlook, and probably the path of least resistance will be to 
bring pressure to bear upon the political parties and their agents 
to adopt women candidates. 

Women who prefer to work through party organisations 
should press for the inclusion of a due proportion of women 
among the party candidates, and to do this it is absolutely vital 
to have a large number of women upon the local party com- 
mittees for the selection of candidates. However, women must 
clearly recognise that inside the parties their scope as feminists 
is very limited, and that as party women they may find them- 
selves in the ridiculous position of voting for a man who is 
opposing a woman with whose candidature they are in smypathy. 


THE INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE. 


Party politics especially as developed in this country looks 

_askance at the independent candidate, yet there is an increas- 

ing number of people who have become disgusted with politics 
because of the subservience it apparently demands from the 
party candidates. But independent candidates are at a great. 
disadvantage in many ways. They must convince the voters of in 
their individual fitness in order to compensate for the lack of ip 
the party guarantee, they must face the great expense which 
| is permitted even under the last Reform Act, without the aid 
of party funds, they must earn all the votes they get as there 
is no nucleus of party members on which to rely, they must be 
__- responsible for their own mistakes, for there will be no party 

behind which to shelter. 

f These and many other difficulties may well make wo 
i candidates and their friends hesitate to advocate ranger 
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All things considered I believe it is worth while to encourage 
‘women to stand as independent candidates and for other women 
to make it possible for them to do so. It will be some years 
before women have won in practice as well as on paper the full 
economic, social and political equality they demand, and until 
that time comes it will be a great advantage to have in the | 
House if we can get them there, women unhampered by Y 
party ties who will fearlessly stand for women’s complete 
emancipation. Such women if tactful and persuasive will get 
support for their views from all parties and conversely will more 
freely be consulted by all parties. So long as women members 
are a novelty, a quickly passing phase we hope, the independent 
‘woman member will probably receive more consideration than 
those attached to a party. Everyone will be anxious ‘‘to show 
her the ropes’’ and to help her just because her vote is free 
and cannot be demanded by any party. In any case, women 
‘who want to do pioneer work must be free from party considera- 
tions. 

Women must be kept free to think out politics by them- 
selves if they are to make any useful contribution to the present 
stock of political wisdom and practice. This necessitates inde- 
pendent women voters and independent women M.P.’S. 


PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION. 


It is not proposed here to discuss the merits and demerits 
of this type of electoral machinery, but undoubtedly were it 
adopted women candidates would find their task comparatively 
easy. Under our system one women only was returned to the 
British Parliament, while in Germany under a system of pro- 
portional representation 86 women members were returned to 
the Reichstag. 


BYE-ELECTIONS. 


Valuable propaganda work can be done and experience 
gained at bye-elections. This method should be utilised to 
familiarise the electorate with our demand.for Women Mem- 
bers of Parliament, and whenever possible a woman candidate 
should be run if support and money can be obtained. 

No woman will ever get into Parliament on her merits 
alone, in addition organisation both national and loca) is essen- 
tial and should be begun without delay. 


WHAT WOMEN SHOULD DO IN PARLIAMENT. 





While it would be impossible to say what women will do 

in Parliament yet a few suggestions as to what they should do . 
‘may serve to show doubters the advantage to be gained by their me 
Hy). presence. mn 


. Women in the, House even if they rarely speak will serve 

asa constant reminder to the Government and members thet aes 

sip women now have political power and that their interests must ee 
Cy ~~ not be forgotten. 7 
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While we do not want anything in the nature of a woman’> 
party either in the House or outside it, yet we do want some 
capable independent women both inside and outside the House 
who will stand whole-heartedly and impartially for justice and 
fairplay for women. Such women Members of Parliament 
should serve as the greatest safeguard jof women 's liberties. 

One of the stock arguments against women’s suffrage was. 
based on the desire to keep women uncorrupted by ‘‘the dirty 
business of politics.’’ Politics of course in itself is neither 
clean nor dirty, but the evil reputation it has acquired is surely 
due not to ‘‘the science of a legislator whose deliberations ought 
to be governed by general principles,’’ but to the machinations. 
of ‘‘that insidious and crafty animal vulgarity called statesman 
or politician whose councils are directed by the momentary 
fluctuations of affairs,’’ to quote Adam Smith. 

It would be absurd to claim that women alone will be able 
to rescue politics from its equivocal position, but their presence 
in the House should add strength to the side of those who are 
striving to make politics a great instrument for national and 
international welfare. 


HUMANISE POLITICS. 


It can hardly be denied that men have tended to protect 
and develop the material elements of civilisation sometimes to. 
the neglect of the people for whom civilisation exists. The 
entry of women into politics should tend to adjust the balance, 
and I think we may confidently look for the more humane treat- 
ment of all the helpless and unfortunate who are thrown on 
the public authorities for their support. In a Parliament 
in, which women had even moderate representation how long 


_ would the present victimisation by law of the children of illegi- 


_who feel very deeply on these and similar problems would for 





timate parents continue? How long before the age of consent 
would be raised? How long before the cruel and heartless treat- 
ment of the necessitous widows with dependent children would be 
altered? How much longer would adultery when not coupled 


with cruelty be condoned in men while a man is allowed to — 


divorce his wife for one act of infidelity? But to give the long 
list of such grievances women should get redressed would occupy 
too much space, and enough has been said to show that women 


the first time be able to grapple with them efficiently. 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. 


It is a happy augury that the political enfranchisment of 


women in so many countries coincides with a very real and 


earnest attempt to abolish war, and the causes of war, and to. 


establish international co-operation and to set up machinery to 
adjust disputes which will necessarily arise even in a well-regu- 


lated world. If women will use their political power they will 
form the strongest support to the League of Nations, and the 
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presence of women in all the Parliaments of the World will 
be the best guarantee that humanity can have against any 
Nation embarking on an aggressive war. If there are no aggres- 
sive wars then the need for a defensive war which women equally 
with men would support will never arise. — ie 


AN APPEAL TO VOTERS. 


Our plea is to the voters—men and women. We ask them 
to consider the case for Women Members of Parliament care- 
fully. 

The House of Commons by passing the Bill to enable women 
to become members, has given the electorate a lead and an 
invitation which we trust they will not be slow to follow. 

By general consent women’s work for the country during’ 
the war has met with enthusiastic approval. We ask the public 
to show that approval practically by giving women a chance 
to prove their capacity as legislators. We hope there will be 
no unnecessary delay. T he serious position of the country calls. 
for the energies of all its citizens, and the sooner the obstacles. 
which now hamper women are swept away the more quickly 
will the country begin to rebuild itself on a better and more 
humane basis. It will then be co-operation between men and. 
women instead of the struggle now going on of women fighting: 
for equal opportunities and men yielding slowly and grudgingly. 
Already far too much of women’s energy is being used in agita- 
tions—to get Women into Parliament, to open the Civil Service 
and Local Government Service as widely to women as to. 
men, to enfranchise women at 21 years of age and to obtain 
other desirable reforms, all of which should be done as quickly a 
as possible in accordance with Mr. Lloyd George’s and Mr.. 
Bonar Law’s pledge: 








*‘It will be the duty of the New Government to remove 
all existing inequalities of the law as between men and women.’’ 


In the spirit of unity and friendliness let us get the best: 
women as well as the best men for the service of the country. 

We appeal to the voters who have a voice in the selection: 
of candidates for Parliament to urge the claims of women. 

Great Britain is now behind many other countries in this 
matter, for in United States of America, Norway, Denmark, 
Iceland, Holland, Finland, Germany, Austria, Poland and. 
Tcheko-Slovakia women are already sitting and voting in the 
Councils of the Nation, and women are also members of several. My 
Provincial Legislatures i in Canada, and State Legislatures of the i 
United States. fn 

In conelusion, if at the next election a suitable orate Vy 
stands in your constituency vote for her, so that among the 
707 M.P.’s there may be at least a few women to speak, not _ 
only for the constituencies which returned them, but also for 
_ the millions of women throughout the British Empire who be ak Peat 
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WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE 
144, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C. 1. 


OBJECT. 


Full equality in every direction of women with men. 


MEMBERSHIP. 


Open to all men and women who approve the obejcts. 


of the League. Annual minimum subscription, ls. 


Every Progressive Woman 


should read 


“THE VOTE” 


The organ of the Women’s Freedom League, 
for all the political news of the week especially 


affecting women. 


EVERY FRIDAY “ ONE PENNY. 


Twelve Months, 6s. 6d.; Six Months, 8s. 3d., post free. 


JOIN THE 
WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE 


AND WORK WITH US 
TO GET WOMEN INTO 
PARLIAMENT ! 


(Donations may if desired be earmarked for the League’s 
‘Women in Parliament Fund.’’ They may further be con- 
fined to supporting Women Candidates of a particular party or 
to supporting one particular woman candidate.) 


